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MAJOR GENERAL COUNT VON FRITSCH

Formerly Commander in Chief of the German Army

“killed” in action on the battlefield of honour.

Standing guard in sombre mood at the coffin of this great soldier

All soldiers of this World

SOLDIER’S HONOUR
Speech by a former English Guards Officer. Broadcast on English radio on 9th and 15th October 1939.
I speak as a soldier to soldiers.  You Germans are a people of soldiers and I know that most of my listeners have either completed military service or are still under arms now. Professional soldiers are members of a big family, regardless of their nationality.  Everywhere they are being trained equally hard and they all complain about their officer corps until they themselves become part of it.  They always find something to criticise about the politicians they have to deal with.  

The soldier must obey, he has to perform his duty.  That goes for all 

soldiers and thus it is only rarely that soldiers feel real hate towards one another.  But even more important is the notion of chivalry, often described as the soldier’s code of honour.  

In the past I often had the opportunity to meet up with fellow soldiers belonging to the old German army.  In the Friedrichstrasse barracks of the 2nd Guards Regiment I often dined with German military colleagues.  Then in the autumn during a military exercise in Württemberg I shared my bottle of whisky with fellow German officers who were members of the Bavarian “Hunters”. 

What has always impressed me most about the German officer as such, has been his sense of fairness and chivalry.  During the World War I witnessed several incidents confirming this impression, once a German officer firing a machine gun decided to stop shooting when he saw one of my comrades dragging a wounded soldier to safety behind the lines.  On another occasion a German major refused to be taken back behind the lines until all his wounded men had been taken to safety.

Such memories make us ask what has become of the German soldier’s honour when we hear how the brave General von Fritsch met his death.  The rumour round here goes that he was murdered by Himmler’s Gestapo because he refused to introduce the National Socialist inspired contempt for God and corruption into the German army.  Whatever the truth, we cannot understand how your professional soldiers, how honourable former soldiers back from the front lines could tolerate the sombre farce of a state funeral for the best ever German general without putting up some resistance.

Because if Major General von Fritsch was not shot from behind by a murdering Gestapo sniper, then the jealousy and hatred of civilian non-soldiers sent him to his death.  I, for my part, have the duty to ask of the first captured German officer I encounter, what is meant by an “enforced reconnaissance backed by artillery”.  He should also tell me firstly, how the honourable commander of the 12th Artillery Regiment got into the most forward position on the battle line, and secondly how he could be killed like a common soldier during this peculiar military operation.  

Pass on!
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