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22nd September outside Warsaw

MAJOR GENERAL COUNT VON FRITSCH

Formerly Commander in Chief of the German Army

“killed” in action on the battlefield of honour.

Standing guard in sombre mood at the coffin of this great soldier

All soldiers of this World

SOLDIER’S HONOUR
Speech by a former English Guards Officer. Broadcast on English radio on 9th and 15th October 1939.
I speak as a soldier to soldiers.  You Germans are a people of soldiers and I know that most of my listeners have either completed military service or are still under arms now. Professional soldiers are members of a big family, regardless of their nationality.  Everywhere they are being trained equally hard and they all complain about their officer corps until they themselves become part of it.  They always find something to criticise about the politicians they have to deal with.  

The soldier must obey, he has to perform his duty.  That goes for all 

soldiers and thus it is only rarely that soldiers feel real hate towards one another.  But even more important is the notion of chivalry, often described as the soldier’s code of honour.  

In the past I often had the opportunity to meet up with fellow soldiers belonging to the old German army.  In the Friedrichstrasse barracks of the 2nd Guards Regiment I often dined with German military colleagues.  Then in the autumn during a military exercise in Württemberg I shared my bottle of whisky with fellow German officers who were members of the Bavarian “Hunters”. 

What has always impressed me most about the German officer as such, has been his sense of fairness and chivalry.  During the World War I witnessed several incidents confirming this impression, once a German officer firing a machine gun decided to stop shooting when he saw one of my comrades dragging a wounded soldier to safety behind the lines.  On another occasion a German major refused to be taken back behind the lines until all his wounded men had been taken to safety.

Such memories make us ask what has become of the German soldier’s honour when we hear how the brave General von Fritsch met his death.  The rumour round here goes that he was murdered by Himmler’s Gestapo because he refused to introduce the National Socialist inspired contempt for God and corruption into the German army.  Whatever the truth, we cannot understand how your professional soldiers, how honourable former soldiers back from the front lines could tolerate the sombre farce of a state funeral for the best ever German general without putting up some resistance.

Because if Major General von Fritsch was not shot from behind by a murdering Gestapo sniper, then the jealousy and hatred of civilian non-soldiers sent him to his death.  I, for my part, have the duty to ask of the first captured German officer I encounter, what is meant by an “enforced reconnaissance backed by artillery”.  He should also tell me firstly, how the honourable commander of the 12th Artillery Regiment got into the most forward position on the battle line, and secondly how he could be killed like a common soldier during this peculiar military operation.  

OBSERVER IN THE CLOUDS

About the first edition. 

In Germany now, where everyone has a story to tell,

Where journals themselves only deceive, 

Where everyone is forced into making confessions,

Where humiliation and shame grow hand in hand with lies,

Where many whisper who obeyed obediently, 

Where man and wife and children are left to plead,

Where wall and door are spying with their horrid ears,

Where people may lose courage,

Who would not be pleased in times like  these, - 

To see us bring the truth – and all that’s new!  

________________

Between you and me.
To bring news of world affairs to the German people is an undertaking which does not in any way require an explanation or excuse.  People abroad have for years been watching with heartfelt regret how such a great nation has become increasingly isolated under the Nazi terror rule.  The “Observer in the Clouds”, however, believes nonetheless that our readers will appreciate a real newspaper, even if it is not delivered into your letter box, but dropped from the sky instead. 

Goebbels and his boys.
The gunslinger journalist Goebbels and his green youths may have destroyed the proud profession of German journalism, but the very natural yearning for news of the thinking person cannot be quashed so easily.  

A real newspaper.

So we are sending the number one edition of the “Observer in the Clouds”, convinced that there are millions of upright German readers who will happily welcome a new newspaper, even if it’s small; it will make a change to the usual stuff full of pathetic lies turned out by Jupp Goebbels and his ink splurging gang of weedy looking smart guys. 

Our German readers want to know about the state of war – we will report on it.  They want to know what the world says and thinks about Germany 

 - the “Observer in the Clouds” will write about it.   

From the Clouds.

Therefore, keep up your spirit, the “Observer in the Clouds” will continue to flutter down to you from high up in the sky. 

Short News

Every week 2 – 4 German submarines are sunk! 

Finnland insists on keeping its neutrality intact.

Russia remains neutral.

During an air raid on an English convoy on 21 October, 7 out of 12 aeroplanes were shot down. 
Winter Aid

In the main, Germany needs raw materials, such as fuel, manganese, wood, rubber, butter - and a new government and peace.  As is reported by the Russian TASS-agency office stationed in the Reich’s chancellery, the Bolsheviks promise that they will, in all probability, be able to supply fuel, manganese and wood.  

All other goods will have to be procured in Germany itself and through the Germans’ own efforts.  

Lending Library

(Illustration)

The Party is now fighting on the home front!

Who is laughing?

“In recent years, the men serving the party have often received no thanks for working away quietly in the background and making a personal sacrifice.  Too often this work has gone unrecognised by others in the community.”

“The party has moved to the front lines! The men in their plain brown shirts have always occupied the fordermost lines in the battlefield.  Nowadays, however, you will find them in trenches within their communities.  Today they have taken on the absolute and sovereign leadership, and today there is proof that the party alone has the right to do so.”  

Just as our brave soldiers fight on the battlefront, brandishing their weapons in their fists, the party continues the fight back home.  The men of the party work tirelessly come night or day.  Many of them work hard in workshops during the daytime, ensure 

free bread for everyone by ploughing the land, and toil in factories and trading offices. Above all, they have happily given up their own free time to the service of our people.”

- Extracted from “Westphalia Regional Paper”

The Arranged Marriage

(Illustration)

Cause for concern!
Socrates, the grand old man,

Deeply worried often sighed:

“Oh, how much there is still hidden

of which we still know far too little.”

And so it is. – but meanwhile

one should not forget one thing, 

of which one cannot fail to be aware

that is when one is not content.

Wilhelm Busch 

Radio: English Broadcasting -daily -
At 13.30 on 7230 kiloherz (41m band)

     and on 15180 kiloherz (19m band)

at 20.30 and 22.15 on medium wave 261m, 

and on 6050 kiloherz (49m bd) and on 9690 kiloherz (31m bd)

Overheard………

Illustration

“Yesterday Bernard was arrested by the Gestapo!”

“Oh dear, - such a decent chap! 

And why?”

“Well, that’s why!”

The Current Situation
The strategic purpose of German involvement and effort made over centuries in the Baltic states has been rendered futile by recent German policies in the East.  The Baltic states are now Russian protectorates. Heil Hitler!

------------------

It can be reasonably assumed that the 20 000 000 Slaves who have now become citizens of the Third Reich will be just as keen on fighting for Hitler as the Czechs, Slovaks and particularly the Jews.  

------------------

The Baltic Sea can now be considered a sea surrounded by Russian territory.

Heil Ribbentrop!

-------------------

During a religious festival in India Hindus burnt a statue of Hitler together with that of the devil god called Ravana. 

--------------------

Ribbentrop has achieved unbelievable successes in Moscow.  The Anti-Komintern Pact is in tatters.  Japan has been offended, Spain has distanced itself and Italian sympathies have cooled considerably.  

---------------------

The “Stop on Wages”

or the NS People’s Community in Practice!

In the name of the ‘Führer’, the so-called War Economy Regulations Act came into effect on 4 September, making roughly 25 million wage and salary earners fall victim to this latest showpiece of “national socialism”.  The little man always pays!  At a stroke of a pen all overtime tariffs and bonuses for night shifts and Sunday work have been abolished.  To make things worse, Mr. Reichsminister of the Treasury has implemented a general reduction in wages and salaries across the board, - shocking in its extensive proportions!  “The People’s Observer”  - with which we do not want you to confuse us – writes in honey sweet and noticeably nervous tones, that one had to view this from the “right point of view”.  The wage reductions only represented an “adjustment of excessively high wages, caused by a seasonal upturn, to the generally prevailing levels of wages”.  The nervousness is understandable.  After all, someone might have the idea – smacking of high treason – to “adjust to the general wage level” the fantastically lucrative remuneration of the brown bureaucracy and its networking NS-bosses.  

Missing!
We are now able to report that the following U-boat commanders are among the group of commanders imprisoned by the English: 

Lieutenant Commander Gerhard Glattes,

Lieutenant Commander Johannes Franz,

Lieutenant Commander W. Moellenhoff. 

Classified Advertisements

Final Sale!
Of all German interests in the Baltic area, the Baltic states and in east Poland, which was conquered by your fathers, brothers, men and sons who lost heir lives in the process.  That’s the result so far of the catastrophic policies of the Hitler regime.  Smug party bosses already run out of ideas as to how to procure even the most essential items of 

food

for the malnourished masses!  Loud boasts made by Göring and Goebbels’ lying press amount to nothing but thin air! These lies are meant to sell to the starving people fought a war purely for the sake of Hitler’s megalomaniac, expansionist policies.  To tell the truth, even before the start of this war’s first winter, Germany has neither 

huge

supplies of goods!
nor is there any 

butter, milk, eggs,

dripping and pork!

to be found anywhere, - not for money, nor good words, pledges or promises!

__________________________________

Wanted!

Luxurious Villa

in Doorn

Offers to the Reichs-Chancellery

Eisenhower Crosses the Rhine

Powerful US forces gain a foothold on the right bank of the river.

The heaviest blow against the defence of the realm in the west, since the Allied Forces landed in Normandy, has now been dealt between Bonn and Koblenz.  According to latest reports, powerful units of American troops have crossed the Rhine at Remagen, and support their bridgehead by channelling a constant flow of reinforcements of men and supplies towards it.  The American advance across the Rhine has thrown all strategic planning by the military high command into complete disarray. 

At the headquarters of  the High Command West a crossing of the Rhine south of Cologne had been deemed impossible.  The ease with which the Americans were able to cross the Rhine at Remagen using a strong contingent of men, compels the military leadership to anticipate further enemy advances across the Rhine along other sections of the river.  

As early as Tuesday afternoon, at around 16.30 p.m., the first Americans gained a foothold on the right hand bank of the Rhine, shortly after powerful units had broken through to Remagen from the Ahr-valley.  

Surprise

The Rhine crossing was so unexpected, that there was nothing to stop them from 

1,002,579 Surrendered 

in the West

Since the invasion, 1,002,579 German soldiers have stopped fighting on the western front and have surrendered as prisoners of war. 

This figure corresponds to the equivalent manpower of 100 fighting divisions.  Around 140,000 men have given themselves up on German territory. 

landing on the other side.  Still on the same night and yesterday during the day the Americans transferred more and more troops across the Rhine.  Emergency units quickly assembled in last minute haste were powerless against the American special attack landing units.  

Extensive lines of tank defences near Erpel on the right bank of the Rhine fell to the Americans almost without any resistance.  Not even a drop of fuel was 

(Continued on Page 4)

In the West

Escape towards the South
Following the speedy enemy breakthrough to the Rhine right up to Coblenz, and the unexpected establishment of an enemy bridgehead on the right hand bank of the Rhine, thousands are now fleeing their homes near the river to avoid getting caught up in the fighting for further Rhine crossings.  

Whoever is able to, tries to make his way through to Southern Germany where the supply situation is still by far the best.  

Goods trains packed with food, anti-aircraft guns and anti-aircraft ammunition bound for Southern Germany are now given preferential treatment ahead of all other rail transport under orders from the Reichs-Chancellery.  This is due to the fact that a larger number of party bosses and civil servants have now retreated to Southern Germany. 

In the East

Watch out for Soviet Tanks!

Radio and press have appealed to every citizen in Mark Brandenburg, Pomerania, Saxony and other areas close to the front lines to monitor and report Allied troop movements, in order to help the German army “in the fight against the collapse of the Eastern Steppes”.  

Every single man is needed as the army alone is no longer able to keep up the fight against Soviet tanks which have penetrated the front lines.  

Enemy tightens its Stranglehold on Danzig and Gotenhafen 

The centre of the battle has now shifted to the banks of the river Oder just outside Berlin – away from Eastern Pomerania where only a few remaining splinter groups of the central army are now trying to evade certain extinction, and also away from Western Prussia where Bütow and Berent have fallen to the enemy, and where the enemy stranglehold on Danzig and Gotenhafen gets tighter by the hour.  

More and more Soviet reinforcements are joining the battle for key positions for the main attack on Berlin.  The bridgehead on the western bank of the Oder south of Küstrin has considerably grown in size during the last 36 hours.  

Soviet troops had already advanced to the area around Seelow, 20 km west of Küstrin, before being stopped and pushed back by a German counter attack. 

Anything available in terms of reserves is being used for counter attacks to bring the Soviet advance to a halt.  In the course of the fighting a whole range of places have changed hands several times.  Particularly bitter fighting is continuing for the ruins of Rathstock and Marischnow.  

German defending forces in Küstrin have so far withstood all attacks on the fortifications of the town.  Everthing is done to reinforce the defence of Küstrin because the Soviets can only begin their decisive breakthrough towards Berlin, once the fortified town has been cut off from the rest of the German defence lines.  

Along a broad front

The most significant setback being reported by other sections on the eastern front was suffered by encircled troops in the stranglehold of Danzig – Gotenhafen, as Soviet troops have occupied Berent and Bütow, where vital supply routes meet.  They are now pushing north along a broad front.  

The town Schlave in east Pomerania also fell to the enemy.  Around 2000 men in this area gave up their weapons and surrendered.  At the same time Danzig is now under increased attack from the east 

(Continued page 4)

Two who still believe in victory

Illustration

Regional section leader (Gauleiter) Mutschmann gave an impressive demonstration of unconditional belief in victory on the eve of his 66th birthday.  During a rousing speech at a factory in Zwickau Pg. Mutschmann declared:

“Just as in 1918, we are again assured certain victory.  But in those days we were robbed of our victory in the last minute by powerful forces surrounding the emperor who had not risked everything for victory.”

Illustration

No one other than Gauleiter Hinrich Lohse, driven from his post of Reichs-commissioner in charge of the eastern provinces, could feel less intimidated by the heavy setbacks suffered by German defences in the east and in the west during the past few weeks.  At a regional council meeting in Bad Segeberg, Schleswig- Holstein, he proclaimed:

“The heavier the burden and hardship is today, and the greater our worries, the more national socialist will our future be one day.”

More Deserters than 1918

Special measures to stop disintegration of the forces. 

Mass desertion by members of the German army has now taken on far greater proportions in the battle area around Danzig and Western Prussia, than it ever did before on the front lines in 1918.  This has prompted the Nazi leadership within the army high command to introduce special measures to combat this most serious symptom of disintegration.  

All available NS-officers belonging to units of Himmler’s army in Danzig/Western Prussia and elsewhere in Eastern Pomerania, have been called back to Danzig to help persuade the many German soldiers, through personal discussions and radio speeches, to report back to their units and to contribute to the defence of the embattled city of Danzig.  

Over 100 000
At the headquarters of the central army high command, the number of dispersed soldiers who have gone into hiding in and around Danzig to await the end of the fighting, is estimated to be over 1 00 000.  Hundreds of members of the German navy from the naval base in Gotenhafen, and many air force members are deemed to be among them.  

The NS-high command has already established assembly points where dispersed soldiers are lured back to the front through propaganda.  They are situated in the cavalry barracks in Weidengasse for all infantry soldiers, and in Narvik camp, Paul-Beneke-Weg 7, for members of the navy, and at the air force base Langfuhr for members of the air force.  Members of SS-storm trooper units report to Hut 13 at the Oliviaer Gate. 

Italian Front
On the Italian front major Allied advances have only been reported for the area south of Bologna near Vergato and these met generally successful German resistance. 

Continued from page 1

New Danger for Danzig

after Soviet troops crossed the Nogart and  advanced deep into the Weichsel delta.  Rapid response reserve troops  managed to bring the Soviets to a temporary standstill between Neuteich and Tiegenhof.  

Street fighting is still continuing in the battle for Kollberg.  Near Stettin bay (peninsula) the Soviets have taken the German bridgehead near Wollin.  30 000 surviving German soldiers gave up their weapons.  On the eastern banks of the Oder only smaller bridgeheads near Altdamm, Greifenhagen and Zehden are still being defended.  But enemy forces are closing in.  

Stettin under fire

Soviet artillery fire from across the river Oder hits Stettin, which is bursting with refugees and is only now being evacuated by women and children.  

A partial success is being reported by the Army High Command from Lower Silesia, where the Soviets have been pushed back out of Lauban again.  German troops have moved their front lines forward again up to the Queis.  

Outside Cologne Cathedral

Illustration

Some of the forces which have been defending Cologne for two days are now surrendering to the Americans, march across the square in front of the cathedral littered with debris to the nearest assembly point. 

Mass Fatalities as Cologne Bridge Collapses

The bodies of two women and a seven year old child, victims of the Cologne suspension bridge disaster, have been washed up in Duisburg harbour on Wednesday.  

So far 356 victims of the worst disaster caused by the collapse of a bridge, which has ever happened in Germany, have now been recovered.  The accident happened when floods of refugees were diverted on to the suspension bridge because of the dangerous congestion on the Hohenzollern bridge. 

3,000 Bomber Planes Strike

During an air raid lasting 24 hours, all day long yesterday and through the night from Wednesday to Thursday, more than 3,000 planes have destroyed ten fuel production plants, a benzole plant, oil refineries, as well as a range of important weapon factories.  The bomber planes have also hit five major railway junctions/interchanges just behind the western front lines.  

As part of the operation to block supply routes behind the western lines, railway cargo depots at Frankfurt, Giessen, Siegen, Betzdorf and Dillenburg, have been heavily bombed in broad daylight yesterday.  

Their first attacks

Betzdorf and Dillenburg are two small towns where people, until recently, knew of air raids only by hearsay.  But these days they belong to the countless number of small railway junctions/depots, which are suddenly of strategic importance as supply centres/interchanges due to the western front moving steadily forward, and which are therefore destroyed one after the other, by Allied bombs.  

Dessau in ruins

The attacks on the German fuel supply network included one daylight raid yesterday on the fuel plant Hydrier-Scholven AG in Gelsenkirchen-Buer, and one on five benzole production plants in the area of Essen, Bochum and Dortmund.  During the night from Wednesday to Thursday oil refineries in Hemmingstedt and Harburg were destroyed.  

Among further weapon factories attacked yesterday by day was “Vereinigte Deutsche Metallwerke” in Hedernheim near Frankfurt, one of the main suppliers of airscrews.  During this final stage of the war, Dessau too, suffered the same fate as all other major German cities, when it was turned into a fireball within a few minutes during an intensive air raid carried out by night from Wednesday to Thursday.  

A further air raid struck Berlin during the night from Thursday to Friday, coming straight after a non-stop air offensive on the capital, and which has now been continuing for 17 days.  

Other sudden air attacks hit Frankfurt, Munich and Hanover. 

Attention Refugees!
Refugees with life insurance policies who do not know the whereabouts of their insurance company, are asked to get in touch with the “Reichs-office of Insurance Providers”, Berlin Schöneberg, Innsbruckerstrasse 26/27, for further information and details.  Should an insured refugee die, relatives may – depending on individual needs – obtain an advance amounting to a third of the insured sum, (but no more than 500 German Reichsmark), from the Reichs-social security office dealing with life insurance payments.  

Continued from page 1

The Battle for the Rhine

There was not a drop of fuel to move them away or into battle.  

Soldiers now pouring back from across the Rhine near Bonn and Andernach are divided up into fighting units in great haste and, having just emerged from the fighting on the left bank of the Rhine, are immediately deployed at new flash points of enemy action on the right bank of the river.  

However, sufficient reinforcements to block off the American bridgehead effectively, cannot be spared anywhere else without weakening another section of the front instead.  This is now especially apparent, following the hectic development of the fighting during the past few days, as once again, a whole army has had to be dropped from reserves available for the defence of the realm.  

Cut off

In the Eifel mountains and the Ahr hills 60,000 members of the 7th Army have been cut off from their rear supply units by sudden Allied advances, from the river Kyll to the Rhine near Coblenz, and from Euskirchen straight across the Ahr-valley towards Lake Laach and Mayen.  The Allies have encircled this section of the 7th Army leaving only a gap of a few kilometres still open.  

Other stretches of the front line running through the Eifel mountains reveal big gaps where splinter groups of soldiers are left to their own devices in their fight for survival and where the line of command has largely broken down.  

Section leaders take their chances in an attempt to withdraw from the fighting in the vain hope of still finding a gap somewhere through which to retreat.  Many units give up the fight collectively and surrender.  

Only two days after fighting came to an end in Cologne, the university town of Bonn is now also facing defeat.  According to latest reports more than half the city has already fallen into Allied hands.  Allied forces have reached the Rhine on both sides of the city and Bad Godesberg is also largely under Allied control.  

The battle for Wesel

While American troops have gained a foothold near Remagen on the right bank of the Rhine, German paratroopers continue to fight a fierce battle to defend their bridgehead on the left bank of the Rhine against superior Allied forces.  

Yesterday morning saw another concentric attack by the Allies on German defences.  The small town of Veen south west of Wesel fell to the enemy after severe fighting and after suffering heavy losses.  

Thus Allied forces have now broken through two of the four defence lines outside Wesel.  German troops, however, are under continued orders to keep defending the bridgehead at all costs.  

Otto Paegelow, NCO with the Brandenburg Fusiliers has been awarded the Iron Cross.  

Champion Walker  - a Bomb Victim.

Arthur Tell Schwab, Germany’s fastest walker and former champion from Switzerland, has been killed by an American bomb.  

As a Swiss citizen Schwab had only recently returned to his native country from Berlin, having lived there for 25 years.  

Now he became a victim of an American air raid on Heilbronn while there on a business trip.

Pass on!

Printed 600.000


