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More Deserters than 1918

Special measures to stop disintegration of the forces. 

Mass desertion by members of the German army has now taken on far greater proportions in the battle area around Danzig and Western Prussia, than it ever did before on the front lines in 1918.  This has prompted the Nazi leadership within the army high command to introduce special measures to combat this most serious symptom of disintegration.  

All available NS-officers belonging to units of Himmler’s army in Danzig/Western Prussia and elsewhere in Eastern Pomerania, have been called back to Danzig to help persuade the many German soldiers, through personal discussions and radio speeches, to report back to their units and to contribute to the defence of the embattled city of Danzig.  

Over 100 000
At the headquarters of the central army high command, the number of dispersed soldiers who have gone into hiding in and around Danzig to await the end of the fighting, is estimated to be over 1 00 000.  Hundreds of members of the German navy from the naval base in Gotenhafen, and many air force members are deemed to be among them.  

The NS-high command has already established assembly points where dispersed soldiers are lured back to the front through propaganda.  They are situated in the cavalry barracks in Weidengasse for all infantry soldiers, and in Narvik camp, Paul-Beneke-Weg 7, for members of the navy, and at the air force base Langfuhr for members of the air force.  Members of SS-storm trooper units report to Hut 13 at the Oliviaer Gate. 

Italian Front
On the Italian front major Allied advances have only been reported for the area south of Bologna near Vergato and these met generally successful German resistance. 
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New Danger for Danzig

after Soviet troops crossed the Nogart and  advanced deep into the Weichsel delta.  Rapid response reserve troops  managed to bring the Soviets to a temporary standstill between Neuteich and Tiegenhof.  

Street fighting is still continuing in the battle for Kollberg.  Near Stettin bay (peninsula) the Soviets have taken the German bridgehead near Wollin.  30 000 surviving German soldiers gave up their weapons.  On the eastern banks of the Oder only smaller bridgeheads near Altdamm, Greifenhagen and Zehden are still being defended.  But enemy forces are closing in.  

Stettin under fire

Soviet artillery fire from across the river Oder hits Stettin, which is bursting with refugees and is only now being evacuated by women and children.  

A partial success is being reported by the Army High Command from Lower Silesia, where the Soviets have been pushed back out of Lauban again.  German troops have moved their front lines forward again up to the Queis.  

Outside Cologne Cathedral

Illustration

Some of the forces which have been defending Cologne for two days are now surrendering to the Americans, march across the square in front of the cathedral littered with debris to the nearest assembly point. 

Mass Fatalities as Cologne Bridge Collapses

The bodies of two women and a seven year old child, victims of the Cologne suspension bridge disaster, have been washed up in Duisburg harbour on Wednesday.  

So far 356 victims of the worst disaster caused by the collapse of a bridge, which has ever happened in Germany, have now been recovered.  The accident happened when floods of refugees were diverted on to the suspension bridge because of the dangerous congestion on the Hohenzollern bridge. 

