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NEWS
FOR THE TROOPS 


Enemy tightens its Stranglehold on Danzig and Gotenhafen 

The centre of the battle has now shifted to the banks of the river Oder just outside Berlin – away from Eastern Pomerania where only a few remaining splinter groups of the central army are now trying to evade certain extinction, and also away from Western Prussia where Bütow and Berent have fallen to the enemy, and where the enemy stranglehold on Danzig and Gotenhafen gets tighter by the hour.  

More and more Soviet reinforcements are joining the battle for key positions for the main attack on Berlin.  The bridgehead on the western bank of the Oder south of Küstrin has considerably grown in size during the last 36 hours.  

Soviet troops had already advanced to the area around Seelow, 20 km west of Küstrin, before being stopped and pushed back by a German counter attack. 

Anything available in terms of reserves is being used for counter attacks to bring the Soviet advance to a halt.  In the course of the fighting a whole range of places have changed hands several times.  Particularly bitter fighting is continuing for the ruins of Rathstock and Marischnow.  

German defending forces in Küstrin have so far withstood all attacks on the fortifications of the town.  Everthing is done to reinforce the defence of Küstrin because the Soviets can only begin their decisive breakthrough towards Berlin, once the fortified town has been cut off from the rest of the German defence lines.  

Along a broad front

The most significant setback being reported by other sections on the eastern front was suffered by encircled troops in the stranglehold of Danzig – Gotenhafen, as Soviet troops have occupied Berent and Bütow, where vital supply routes meet.  They are now pushing north along a broad front.  

The town Schlave in east Pomerania also fell to the enemy.  Around 2000 men in this area gave up their weapons and surrendered.  At the same time Danzig is now under increased attack from the east 
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Two who still believe in victory

Illustration

Regional section leader (Gauleiter) Mutschmann gave an impressive demonstration of unconditional belief in victory on the eve of his 66th birthday.  During a rousing speech at a factory in Zwickau Pg. Mutschmann declared:

“Just as in 1918, we are again assured certain victory.  But in those days we were robbed of our victory in the last minute by powerful forces surrounding the emperor who had not risked everything for victory.”

Illustration

No one other than Gauleiter Hinrich Lohse, driven from his post of Reichs-commissioner in charge of the eastern provinces, could feel less intimidated by the heavy setbacks suffered by German defences in the east and in the west during the past few weeks.  At a regional council meeting in Bad Segeberg, Schleswig- Holstein, he proclaimed:

“The heavier the burden and hardship is today, and the greater our worries, the more national socialist will our future be one day.”

